Developmental Origins of Hypoxic Pulmonary Hypertension and Systemic Vascular Dysfunction: Evidence from Humans.
Epidemiological studies have shown an association between pathologic events occurring during fetal/perinatal life and the development of cardiovascular and metabolic disease in adulthood. These observations have led to the so-called developmental origin of adult disease hypothesis. More recently, evidence has been provided that the pulmonary circulation is also an important target for the developmental programming of adult disease in both experimental animal models and in humans. Here we will review this evidence and provide insight into mechanisms that may play a pathogenic role.